
A DEVIL FISH.

rautaf 0M aflhtla UoMttf at La Fat,

Prom the Han Franeiwo Chronicl,

Under (lute of December 9th on offi-

cer of the United States war steamer

Pensocola writes from La Paz, Mexico,

h follows: The most exciting event of

our cruise thus fur wis the capture to-

day of uu iinmenne devil fish. Ever

since our arrival in these waters several

jjnga fish have been observed in the vi-

cinity of the ship, and much speculation

has orison as to what they were. One
making its appearance this afternoon,
our gunner, Gorgo F. Cushraau, deci-

ded to establish his identity if possiblo ;

and, accompanied by Assistant Engi-

neer Edwards, Midshipmen McDonald,
Wood and Craven, and Paymaster's
Clerk Spaulding, gavo'chaso in the din
gey. The fish, swimming slowly and
near the surface of the water, which is

very clear here, looked like a great
brown moss, frequently throw-

ing above tho waves the thin, white tips
of its sides like the dorsal fin of a shark.

It allowed the boat to approach within

a few yards of it without showing symp-

toms of alarm, when it suddenly sound-

ed. The harpoon thrown by Mr. Cush-ma- n

struck, but not with sufficient force

to hold, for tho fish freed itself and dis-

appeared, after dragging the boatith
great velocity for several seconds. An-

other was seen, however, after a short
search, and was approached more suc-

cessfully. As it showed an indifference
to our presence equally great to that of

its companion, we pulled tha boat di-

rectly over and no more than a foot or
two above it, and Mr. Cushmnn, stand-

ing in the bow, plunged the harpoon
firmly into its flesh. In an instant that
seemingly passive mass was transformed
into aw infuriated monster, which first
threw itself bodily out of tho water and
then, settling down to buiness, sent the
harpoon-lin-e whizzing out at a rate that
would have made it decidedly uncom-

fortable for us had the line become foul.

The strain soon came upon the dingey
and we were whisked along with the
speed of an express train; we felt as

though we had applied tho match to
some mine, or that we had been taken
in tow by the gentleman in block him-

self. It was a ride that, for novelty and
speed, could rarely be equaled. Imag-

ine our situation, in a light boat, with
such a moaster attached to it, which, as

it rushed along, now on the. surface, and
again diving deep, threatening to upset
us among the sharks, and you can

ize the intense excitement of the mo-

ment. The only available thing in the
boat, a bucket, had been made fast to
the harpoon line to offer some addition-

al resistance, but tho fish seemed to re-

gard it ne .more than a feather, and with
the bucket out of sight under the water,
continued to draw vis up and down the
bay at fuE speed. During all this time
its efforts iiad been confined to an at-

tempt to escape, but as its load grew
heavy it became belligerent and several
times turned upon the boat, exhibiting
the full capacity of a mouth some two

feet in diameter, and lashing the boat
with its sides. We made up our minds
that if tho fish decided to jump into the
dingey we would quietly slip out over
one side as he appeared at the other.
But a vigorous resistance from boat-hoo-

and oars induced him to resume
his flight in each instance. By this time
all hands on the ship were watching the
struggle, and the whale-bo- at was sent to
our assistance, but for fully an hour both
boats, lashed together, were towed with
no signs cf exhaustion from tho fish, the
thrusts of boarding pikes seeming only
to accelerate its speed. Finally its im-

mense exertion told upon it, and it
came to the surface directly between
the two boats, where it was placed horn
4e combat by blows from on axe, and,
dyeing the water crimson with blood,
was towed ashore and dragged upon the
beach. It required the united exertions
of nearly forty men to accomplish this
undertaking. A more formidable look-

ing monster than this devil fish could
bardly be imagined. It was shaped
omewhat like an immense bat, measur-

ing 154 feet in width by 1 1 feet in length ;
it was 29 inches thick and weighed
kably 2,000 pound. It had but one fin,
aleasthe wing-shape- d extremities by i

hicll it nmiwllml itaolf ran he rnnnJ- -

(red ach, or that at the bane of a 16ng, '

hia tail, similar in appearance to a'
riding-whi- and which is preserved as j

a memento of the adventure. IU eyes j

placed in flexible projections which
ni to have been uaeal to graP and .

owrsy food to its month. The month, !

large enough to engnlf a man whole,

destitute of teeth, but furnished

with solid bones, that in the dying ago-

nies of the fish ground large pieces of
coral as a stono-crush- would stoue.

Tho skin of the flesh was rough as a
conrso file, and of a dark grayish hue on
the back with white patches toward tho
head, and pure white on the underside
Several Mexicans present viewed the
capture with great satisfaction, us they
affirm this creature is one of tho roost
.dreaded enemies of the pearl diver. Tho
capture of a devil fish seems to be an
event of rare occurrence. One was
caught by tho officers of tho Xarragan-set- t

several years ago in this very har-

bor, but with that exception none of the
old salts on board have ever bufore scon
ono captured.

Bullet Meeting in the Air.

Tho probability of bullets and other
missiles mooting in their flight when

shot from opposite points in such num-

bers os they would necessarily bo in

battle, is certainly not by ony means

doubtful. The possibility of such mis

siles being welded together by their
contact, however, seems so decidedly
remote that such a result appears to us
certainly phenomenal.

It appears, however, from Forent a nd
Stream, that tho New York shot manu-

facturers, Messrs. Tatham Brothers, oc-

casionally found bullets welded togothor
in the scrap-lea- d brought from tho battle--

fields of tho American civil war, and
Licut.-Co- l. John A. McLaughlin recent-

ly forwarded two bullets to the Scien-

tific American so impacted in each

other, whioh wore also picked up on the
same fields. Ho says that at tho time

of the retreat of the Federal Gen. N.

P. Banks, after his defeat, in attempt-

ing to capture Shrcveport, Louisiana,
he (Lieut.-Co- l. Loughlin) was in com-

mand of one of the retreating regi-

ments. A portion of his regiment was

thrown forward on tho flank of the
main body in skirmishing order. These
two bullets, he says, were impacted in

the air between his skirmishers and tho
skirmishers of the enemy, and fell liko

a spent ball near the head of tho col-

umn of the main body. A drum-majo- r,

seeing tho missile fall near him, picked
it up, thinking it to bo a spent bullet,
but found the two bullets welded to-

gether. He afterwards presented it to

Lieut.-Co- l. McLaughlin. One of the
bullets belonged to a larger bore rifle

than the other, and the larger one is

stated to have belougod to the Confed-

erates, as it was of a calibre then known

to be much used by them, and some-

what larger in bore than the rifles used

by. the Northerners. It is supposed
that the larger bullot had travelod a

shorter distance than the smaller at the
instant of impact, and possibly had
been propelled by a superior quality or

quantity of powder. This, together
with its weight, is thought to have had
the effect of driving the smaller bullot
back beyond the line from which it was

fired.

Killed by a Meteor.

On January 15, Mr. Leonidas Grover,
who resided near Newtown, Fountain
county, Indiana, met his death in a way

that is probably without parallel in this,

or any other country. Mr. Grover was

a widower, living on his farm with a

married daughter and her husband. On

the evening referred to, the married
couple had been absent on a visit to
some neighbors, and upon returning at
a late hour entered the house, finding
everything, to all. appearances, in usual
order, and supposing that Mr. Grover
had already retired, went to bed them-

selves. Next morning the daughter
arose, and having prepared breakfast,
went to the adjoining room to call her
father, and was horrified to find him ly-

ing upon his shattered bed a mutilated
corpse. Her screams brought the hus-

band quickly to the bedroom, and an
inspection disclosed a ragged opening
in the roof, directly over the breast of

the unfortunate man, which was torn
through as if by a cannon-shot- , and
extending downward through the bed-

ding and floor; other holes showed the
direction taken by the deadly missile.
Subsequent research revealed the fact
that the awful calamity was caused by
the fall of a meteoric stone, and the
stone itself pyramidal in shape, and
weighingtwenty pounds anda few ounce
avoirdupois, and stained with blood, was

unearthed from a depth of five feet, thus
.i m i a l:aanowing ine learnu unpeva "

it struck the dwelling. The condition
of the corpse, with other surroundings,
when found, showed that the victim was

ssla-- p when stricken, and that death to i

him was painless.
"

nk-- a be holds both bowers snd tbe
re. Home SentmtL .

A Mule' lieterved Power.

Thisroulo looked liko ho was 138

years old, and was dead standing npon
his feet. He was bitched to a pine-bodie- d

spring-wago- with a high dash-boar- d.

The "team" was standing on

tho levee in muto silence, whilo tho old

darkey who "driv" it went aboard tho

wharfboat. A tramp could make a

barrel of money selling pictures of

that mule, labeled "Patience." His

long, flubby ears hung down each side

of his head liko window-awning- s with

tho rods out of them. His face wore o

sober look, while out of his mouth
hung a tongue eight inches long. His

tail swung down from tho rear end of

his hurrieano roof like a wet rope,

whilo his whole body seemod as death

itself. Presently a d urchin,
with on old boot in his hand', walked up

in front of him, and, looking into his

foco, saw that the mule was asleep. Ho

walked around, climbed up. into that
wagon, leaned over the dashboard, lifted
that mulo's tail, and lot it como down

in time to catch a death-gri- p on

that boot-leg- . That mule woke

ho kicked theup so quiok that
boy and the dashboard twenty feet into

the air. Ho didn't stop ' thero. He
changed the positions of his ears, haul-

ed in his tongue, planted his fore foet,

and his head between his knees, and
from the fore shoulders to tho tip of

his trunk was in lively motion, and he

didn't look like he was more than 2

years old, tho way he was kicking that
old wagon-bod- y in kindling-woo- d with
his heels. Ho had it all to himself, and

was doing fine, when the old darkey
rushed up tho hill, got in front of hira,
and grabbing him by each ear, shouted.

Whoa! I tell you. Wat's do matter
wid you? Whoa-up?-" and, looking

around at the crowd, yelled, "Will some

o' yer gemmcn git dot er boot-le- g out

wile I hole him? case dewnggin's mine,
an' I jes borrowed de mule." But no

one ventured, and when we left his
heels had almost reached the tail-gat- e,

and the old darkey was still yelling
"Whoa!" Louisville Courier Jour-
nal.

MormonUuu

Expansion is one of the leading ten
ets of the Momion Church. "Gather
the saints into these valleys of the
mountains'' is commanded every Sun
day from the pulpit of the tabernacle in
this city. To increase tho members of

this church in America is to give its
priesthood additional power; for from
the numbers of the body of the church
is collected one-tent- h of their hard earn-

ings to support these priestly parasites.
Since the earlier days of the organiza-

tion of the church, and especially since
Brigham Young became its President
and leader in Utah, it has hod a huge
fund, known as the "perpetual emigra-

tion fund," out of which has been paid,
after other sources fail, the expenses of

missionaries in foreign countries, and of

chartering ships, railroad trains and the
like for tho purposo of transporting
hithor both new and old disciples of this
peculiar sect. While it cannot bo doubt-

ed that the motive which actuates most
of these emigrants who come here under
the auspices of this church is to better
their condition by the acquisition of
lands and homo, yet the dominant incen-

tive to the managers of the church is to
increase its members and bring them
immediately under their control here for
the purpose of increasing their revenues.

These leaders cannot be unaware of
tho fact that in large numbers of good
and true resident members lies the chief
power of the Monnon Church on this
continent. When thore wore about 500
of its members in Utah, the rata of tith-

ing was one-tent- h of what one of the lai-

ty earned or produced annually. Now

there aro more than 100,000 persons
within its membership, a good percent-

age of whom are subject to the tithing
tax, and yet the rate is now, as formerly,
one-tent- h. There are many persons, in
and about this city who pay an annual
tithing tax to the Church of more than
$2,000; in other portions of the Territo-

ry there are others who pay annually
more than fl.UUU tithing, mere are
few Mormons in Utah who do not,
either directly or indirectly, pay some-

thing. A majority of the members of
fc fa Uuh non thm m

0Q ,n Terage, annually; the re--

miSaAm p(iy more emchf on
b,,. directly or indirectly.

From tbe firat cWof tithe-payer- s the i

ruh derives annually at least $230,- -

000; from the second," VJ0,0O0; from j

v: 1 4. AAA T-.- ..l all ATkft AAA

The annual increase of the Church
for the last ten years can not be put

down at lest than 4,000 persons; total,
40,0003,000 annually 'by emigrants
coming in large companion, 1,000 arriv-

ing in small parties. ' And if nothing
prevents tho ordinary conrso of emigra-

tion hither, this number will increase
annually during tho next ten years, till
it reaches 10,000 annually. So, with tho
natural incrcaso of population within
the territory, by births, the church fold

in Utah and tho territories adjacent will

embrace nioro than 300,000 persons

before the year 1800. This number of

people will form tho basis of ono or two

States and several Territories besides

Utah. It is the common experience of

evory that the members of

this church, both men ond women, vote

as a unit; that tho church nominations
of candidates for office aro manipulated

by tha leaders, and to vote against their
candidates, thus nominated is an offense

against tho church, punished with ostra-

cism, which is to be damned or tabooed
by the whole Mormon community. .

Tho Mormon voting party, led by the
priesthood, is compact und well-orga- n

ized, and against its candidates no mem
ber daro to vote ; or if he dons ho knows
before-han- d what the penalty is. It is

a social annihilation, and, in too many
instances, 'financial ruin. The conse-

quence is that comparatively few people
voto against the church candidates, and
the vote is a solid one. Within ten years,
under this influence and discipline, the
church will havo a party well organized,
and disciplined, composed of 150,000

voters at least. Hore, then, is an army
of voters which very many politicians
may aspire to command, and be glad to
be the recipient of its political favor,
and woe to the candidates who oppose
such an army at the polls. While, there-

fore, the coffers of the church are increas-

ed with the increuse of its members, its
political power is increased in the same

proportion. Salt Lake City Tribune.

Outlook for .Sheep and Wool.

The editor of the wool dopartment of

the Rural World, writes: The steady
decline in the wool market during the
past year has been unable to chock the
interest taken in sheep. A few years
ago after the warr-t- ho depression in
prices, although not so severe as now,

caused a rush out of the business. Hun-

dreds of thousands of sheep were slaugh
tered for their hide and tallow. Not so
now, by any means. To-da- y the aver-ag- o

grades of wool are 22 per cent,
lower than one year ago. Medium
grades, or those about half merino
blood, are 17 per cent., while fino or
full blood merino and Saxony fleeces
have declined 25 per cent. Combing
wools have fallen off during the year 30
per cent. Still, the interests gains in
the flocks over all other productive in-

dustries. A Missouri man writes:. "My
sheep have paid mo well, while my cut-

tle have paid mo nothing. Tho atten-
tion of capitalists is more and more call-

ed to investments in sheep. The cause
of all this confidence in the future of
sheep has to be the solid foundation of
the market. So long as people ore born
naked, so long will wool be used for
clothing. The market is solid, ond
seems likely to stay so. Until there is
more general employment for the musses
who buy woolen goods, there is no pros-
pect of better prices for woolen goods
or wool. It requires good sheep, with
good handling, to make the growing of
wool profitable. With these two com-

bined, wool-growin- g is better, safer and
faster than cuttle, horses or hogs, on
cheap land or on best land. A gentle-
man in Bureau county, Illinois, on land
worth J80 per acre, and grand improve-
ments, said his twenty-fiv- e Cotswool
ewes were the best paying stock on his
farm. His sheep were nearest the barn,
receiving his best care, while the sliort
horns were taking in the stalk field, with
the thermometer 10 degrees below aero.
He claimed, on land worth $8 per acre,
sheep were the very best stock to keep.
At no time since the war are men with
out experience or a knowledge of the
business investing so largely in sheep.
Not knowing the price of wool, one
would suppose the market was still
buoyant from the seal in the business.
Among some the fear has existed that
the business would be overdone, but
how can such be tha case while we im- -

port nearly as much as we grow. Our j

population is increasing faster than our
wool production is increasing. Suppose
our wool crop was to be more than we
needed. American enterprise would
make oar wools excel the world in qual-
ity and excellence. Oar American skill
would make our American manufactured
goods most desirable in the world's mar

kets. Wool-growin- g then would pay us
better than it uoes now. . in tue worm a
markets, with tho best wool and best

crnmla and clothinff. we
should.

command the respect
. 1

duo dm

with our vast ranges lor pastoral aimer
i.ui.in.ii.,F nml mir immense sheen in
terests in connection with our mixed
husbandry. Besides these, oufc manu-
facturing facilities would bo found une-- n

uuled and unlimited. Our present i

secure and- - sound. Our future is solid
and hopeful. Our people ore wide
awake ami see it. uur sncep are mov
best for our uses, and we know it right
well. Chicaoo Time. '

Xeio Proverbial Philosophy.

A short horse is soon curried, but a
mule, short or long, will kick you into
tho next township. ; '

A wise man reflects before he apeaks ;

a fool speaks, and thon reflects while his
eye is getting well.

When war begins, hell's gates ore set
open, and it is tho same when congress
reassembles. ,

Who hath a cold hath sorrow to his

sops, especially if his handkerchief hath
starch in it.

Who wants to beat a dog, soon finds

a stick, but already has tho dog shot

around the next corner yelling "ki ki!"
What cannot be cured must bo en-

dured, but first try JonetTMagio Lini-

ment. '...
Trust not a horse's heels nor a dog's

tooth, neither a man who says ho'll poy
" "you Saturday.

That which is mine is all my own;

that which is yours' I go halves in. I
will also take up a collection. '

The wolves eat the poor ass that hath
many owners, but not until ho gets tho
rheumatism hi his hind legs.

Tho second meal makes the glutton,
tho second ill word makes tho quarrel,
and the seconds load tho pistols with
blank cartridges.

The fiddler of the same town never
plays well at their feasts, becnuse' ho is
too full to

' distinguish tho "Arkansas
Traveler" from the "Dead March in
Saul."

The fool never thinks higher than the
top of his house, and pennoth the fes-

tive joke at the expense of tho light-

ning rod agont. ,
Raise no more spirits than you con

conjure down, eay at four swallows.

Bather go to bed supperless than rise
in debt, now that the bankrupt law has
expired.

A spendthrift lets go the bridle, grabs
his steed by tho mane and yells, "Whoa,
Emma!" Oil City Derrick.

Faettt for Builders.

One thousand shingles laid four inch-

es to tho weather will cover 100 square
feet of surface, and five pounds of shin-

gle nails will fasten them on.
Ono-fift- h more siding and flooring is

needed than 'the number of square feet
of snrfacd to be covcrod, because of the
lap in the siding and matching of the
floor. " '

One thonsand laths will cover sevonty
yards of surface, and eleven pounds of
luth nails will nail them on.

Eight bushels of good lime, sixteen
bushels of sand and one bushel of hair
will make enough good mortar to plas-

ter 100 square yards.
A cord of stone, three bushels of lime

and a cubic yard of sand will lay 100
cubic foet of wall.

Five courses of brick will lay one foot
in height on a chimney, six bricks in a
course will make a flue four inches wide
and twelve inches long, and eight bricks
in a courso will make a flue eight inches
wido and sixteen inches long. ' ' '

The Ithaca Journal relates thai at a
greenback cancus in that town the chair-
man made the remark that "some black
shoap are to be found in every flock."
The words were no sooner uttered than
up jumped a colored man, the only one
present, and demanded to know whom
the Chair was ludin' at

Tub laborer is worthy of his excelsior.

Pbacticixo in a pistol gallery is dear
shooting.

Nothino was made in vein, except
human blood.

Tbr inebriate's song "this is the wsy
I long have sot," Saturday Jiight.

"Set solid," as the printer said when
the chair he sat down on wasn't there,
and he lauded on the floor. Ciru inna,--U

Timet.
Tbekf. are two kinds of men who tell

the troth ono from force of eireun
stances and the other for a change. El- -

inira uatette.

' Do Tor know what boD --doting is?
asked a man of an old farmer. " I
thought I did," answered the granger,
" bat tbe ball want doting; be was oa
)y mixing believe, and bring in tbe
middle of a forty-acr- e lot, I natvrafiy
had to make prtty ejnirk tisse to rsarb
tbe fence ahead of bjm."


